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survey of the assembly. "While a sweet-voiced
woman was speaking, Old Butler paid strict atten-
tion, but when she sat down and there arose a
loud-voiced brother, the ox withdrew his head
from the window, lifted his tail in air, and went
off bellowing. This bovine criticism was greatly
enjoyed by the younger members of the meeting1.

Mr. Whittier could not remember incidents that
happened before he was six years old. His first
recollection was of the auction sale of a farm in
the neighborhood, and he was surprised to find the
next morning that the farm had not been taken
away by the purchaser, and a large hole left in its
place!

When he was nine years of age, President Mon-
roe visited New England, and happened to be at
Haverhill on the same day that a menagerie with
a circus attachment was exhibited in that village.
The Quaker boy was not allowed the privilege of
seeing either the collection of wild beasts or the
chief magistrate of the nation. He did not care
much for the former, but he was anxious to see a
President of the United States. The next day, he
trudged all the way to Haverhill, determined to
see at least some footsteps in the street that the
great man had left behind him. He found at
last an impression of an elephant's foot in the
road, and supposing this to be Monroe's track, he
followed it as far as he could distinguish it. Then
he went home, satisfied he had seen the footsteps
of the greatest man in the country.

When he was an old man, a little girl in Penn-
sylvania wrote to him inquiring about his child-